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Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants
and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave five talents of money, . .
to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his 1. You have been given everything you need to be
ability. Then he went on his journey. Matthew 25:14-15 (N1V) in life

Key learnings from the parable of the talents

The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money
to work and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained
two more. But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a

hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. Matthew 25:16-18 (NIV)

After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled
accounts with them. The man who had received the five talents brought the
other five. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted me with five talents. See, |
have gained five more.” His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful
servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge
of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’

Matthew 25:19-21 (NIV)

The man with the two talents also came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘you entrusted
me with two talents; see, | have gained two more.” ““His master replied,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few
things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your
master’s happiness!” Matthew 25:22-23 (N1V)

Then the man who had received the one talent came. ‘Master,” he said, ‘I
knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and
gathering where you have not scattered seed. So | was afraid and went out
and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.” His
master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that | harvest
where | have not sown and gather where | have not scattered seed?’
Matthew 25:24-26 (NIV)

‘Well then, you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so
that when | returned | would have received it back with interest. Take the
talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten talents. For
everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. And
throw that worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 25:27-30 (NI1V)

® \We get off track by
- about what we don’t have

- what someone else does have

Don’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform
you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know
what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and
perfect his will really is. As God’s messenger, | give each of you this
warning: Be honest in your estimate of yourselves, measuring your value
by how much faith God has given you. Romans 12:2-3 (NLT)

2. Someday you will have to answer the question: “What did
you ___ with ?”

®  Managing for maximum return

—  Put

Don't worry and ask yourselves, "Will we have anything to eat? Will we
have anything to drink? Will we have any clothes to wear?" Only people
who don't know God are always worrying about such things. Your Father
in heaven knows that you need all of these. But more than anything else,
put God's work first and do what he wants. Then the other things will be
yours as well. Matthew 6:31-33 (CEV)

I am the Lord All-Powerful, and | challenge you to put me to the test.
Bring the entire ten percent into the storehouse, so there will be food in
my house. Then | will open the windows of heaven and flood you with
blessing after blessing. Malachi 3:10 (CEV)

—  Create

This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself but is
not rich toward God. Luke 12:21 (NIV)

always keeps you from doing the right thing
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